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Application of 
product semantics 
to historic footwear 
By Clara Solves

Instituto de Biomecánica de Valencia (IBV)

Kensys is an ongoing project funded by the 

European Communission under the Fifth Framework 

Programme “Innovation & SMEs” (IPS-2000) which 

is based on the development of user-centred 

product design using Product Semantics and Kansei 

Engineering.  A research study centred on the 

application of these methodologies in the historic 

footwear sector has been conducted in the project 

as part of the demonstration phase.  The study has 

counted on the participation of Bjarnis Boots, a 

hand-crafted boot and shoe maker who produces 

accurate historic reproduction footwear (see 

website ).

The study had two aims, one was to compare the 

image transmitted by real historic footwear with 

historic reproductions that are acquired by museum 

exhibitors, private collectors, the film industry and 

live historical interpretation projects.  The second 

was to analyse differences in perception between 

experts and non-experts in this kind of footwear.  

Two parallel studies were developed in Spain by the 

Institute of Biomechanics of Valencia and in England 

by the Industrial Statistics Research Unit of the 

University of Newcastle upon Tyne.

http://www.bjarnisboots.co.uk/

Figure 1  Historic footwear reproductions. 
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